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Timeline

Nov. 7, 2023
Home Rule 

Commission 
Election

Dec. 7, 2023
First Home Rule 

Commission 
Meeting

Jan. – May 2024 
Commission drafts 

the Charter

April 18, 2024 
Public Hearing

May 2, 2024 
Commission 
finalizes the 

Charter

July 10, 2023
Board of Trustees 

Approve Home Rule 
Commission Election

Nov. 5, 2024 
Home Rule Charter 

Election

May 13, 2024 
Commission 

presents Charter to 
Board of Trustees

May-Nov 2024 
Commission 
educates and 

campaigns Yes on 
Home Rule
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FAQs

Does the Charter address current issue or concerns related to RMMA? HOAs? 

The Charter does not state anything specifically about any of the above issues. RMMA as a county-owned airport 

is not designated as a ‘local and municipal concern.’ There are still state and even federal preemption for aviation 

operations. Town ordinances can be put in place by a future Town Council to address HOAs so long as they are 

exclusively within Superior’s boundaries.

What does the Charter say about gun rights? Off leash dogs? Business friendliness? 

The Charter does not address gun rights, off leash dogs, or business friendliness. Decisions related to any of 

these matters would be subject either to current municipal code or ordinances passed by a future Town Council.

What does the Charter say about open space? Eminent domain? Affordable housing? 

Article 12 of the Charter is devoted exclusively to Open Space. Eminent domain is mentioned in Article 13, giving 

the Town the right of eminent domain for municipal purposes. This does not create new authority other home rule 

municipalities don’t have. Affordable housing is not explicitly mentioned, but the Charter would grant Superior 

greater say on zoning rights which could impact affordable housing options. 



FAQs

Will my taxes go up? 

No, approving the Charter will not raise taxes. 

What are the risks with adopting the Charter?

There is the risk of creating a too restrictive Charter which then requires additional changes through ballot 

amendments or the impression of local government overreach. There is also the risk of having an overly broad 

Charter which could make for confusing guidance. We believe we have written a Charter that is explicit in areas of 

clarification while being flexible enough to changes in the future. The Commission did not wish to overturn 

engrained precedents of the Town, reducing the risks of the Town overextending its authority. We wanted a 

Charter to, above all else, guide governments and residents, endure over the years, and bolster transparency. 

What are the financial costs with going home rule? 

Between Town staff time, attorney fees, and coordination with Boulder County for elections, the Town has 

estimated the home rule process will cost $42,500.



Additional Resources

Home Rule Charter Commission

Town of Superior Home Rule Information

Colorado Municipal League (CML)'s Home Rule Handbook

IssueBrief Home Rule Governance in Colorado

Constitution for the State of Colorado, Article XX

homerule@superiorcolorado.gov

https://www.superiorcolorado.gov/board-committees/advisory-groups/home-rule-charter-commission-hrcc
https://www.superiorcolorado.gov/community/home-rule-information
https://townofsuperior.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=4&clip_id=2302&meta_id=111004
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/r20-540_issue_brief_on_home_rule_charters.pdf
https://ballotpedia.org/Article_XX,_Colorado_Constitution#:~:text=The%20people%20of%20each%20city,make%2C%20amend%2C%20add%20to%20or
mailto:homerule@superiorcolorado.gov

