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RIBBONS OF  
WATER BROUGHT 

LIFE  TO SUPERIOR 
The earliest settlers who followed 

William and Emeline Hake into the 
area around present-day Superior were 
farmers and their families. They grew 
wheat and alfalfa and also ran cattle on 
pasture land in the Coal Creek  
watershed and to the south of Superior 
along Rock Creek.  

Many basics were needed by  those 
agricultural  pioneers, but none was 
more essential in this arid land than 
water. Due to the sparse rainfall west 
of the 100th Meridian, taking up  
farming here demanded a special  
ingenuity of the pilgrims from the east. 
A prime example of their ingenious 
problem solving was an intricate  
system of irrigation ditches and storage 
reservoirs throughout eastern Colorado 
and in the area around the Hake  
Homestead that eventually became the 
town of Superior.  

Two irrigation ditches, still  
noticeable today,  run parallel to each 
other on the hillside south of original 
Superior where the Industrial Mine and 
Mine Camp were until 1947. These 
canals, constructed in the 1870’s, 
slowly meander downstream from 
their sources and were referred to by 

contemporaries 
as the Big Ditch 
and the Little 
Ditch.  
    The formal 
name for the Big 
Ditch was the 
C o m m u n i t y 
Ditch and it  
began at a head 
gate on South 
Boulder Creek 
near Eldorado 
Springs. Much of 
this ditch runs 
through Boulder 
County Open 
Space south of 

the Eldorado Springs road, then 
through Marshall Mesa Open Space on 
its way to Superior. 

Orig inat ing  from Marshal l  
Reservoir to the west of Superior, the 
Little Ditch was referred to as the 
South Boulder and Coal Creek Ditch. 
Town founder William Hake was  
instrumental in the construction of the 
waterway which was called the Hake 
Ditch at times. 

Farmers along the course of a ditch 
who invested in it had rights to take 
out an amount of water commensurate 
to their shares of ownership.  
They would divert water from the  
canal onto their land, quenching the 
thirsty soil and nourishing its crops and 
grazing livestock. 

In some cases, a ditch would lead 
to a different reservoir and the water 
stored there, only to have yet another 
ditch emanate out, leading to other 
farm lands down stream.  

Buffalo Bill to be Subject  
Of Spring Program 

“Buffalo Bill, His Life and Legacy,” 
is the subject of the Superior Historical 
Commission’s Spring program. It  will 
be Thursday evening, April 24, 2008 at 
7:00 p.m. and held at Eldorado K-8 
school.  Steve Friesen, Director of the 
Buffalo Bill Museum on Lookout  
Mountain near Golden, Colorado, is 
the featured speaker. He will present 
slides and tell stories about this  
legendary western hero whose Wild 
West Show tour included Boulder a few   
g e n e r a t i o n s  a g o .  F o r  m o r e  
information call 303-554-9005. 

Violet Bednar, in the middle on the bank,   
supervises her cousins as they swim in the Big 
Ditch sometime in the 1930’s. Does this count as 
the “community recreation center?” 

This map shows the course of the irrigations ditches from the area around Marshall Reservoir at 
the left. They followed a gentle descent along the contours, providing water for area farmers. 

-Map courtesy Denver Public Library, Rocky Mountain Fuel Collection 



To those living in the Industrial 
Mine Camp, the Big Ditch was more 
than a stream of water that happened 
to run through their small community. 
It was a source of fun and recreation. 
In fact, it was where the children of 
coal miners would swim. It is always 
interesting to see what youngsters can 
do to create fun and entertainment, 
especially those who don’t live in 
abundance. For the kids of the mine 
camp, the Big Ditch was their 
“community pool” and it was the  
center of summertime fun. 

These more-than-century old  
irrigation canals are still in use today. 
The Community Ditch is used and 
maintained by the Town of Superior 
and the Farmer’s Reservoir and  
Irrigation Company (FRICO). At a 
pump station just north of the Key 
Bank buildings a portion of the water 
is diverted into the Town’s water  
treatment system. FRICO’s share of 
the water is piped under McCaslin 
Boulevard and sent east where it joins 
the larger FRICO distribution system. 

The Little Ditch is piped under 
McCaslin and empties into a pond near 
the Discovery Office Park. 

These ribbons of manna provided  
sustenance for the thirsty soil around 
Superior. They also offered a simple 
source of recreation for the children of 
the working class during less   
complicated times. Furthermore, the  
aqueducts stand as testimony to the 
ingenuity of Boulder County pioneers. 

Sources: Superior Historical Commis-
sion, Lost Superior; photos courtesy of  Violet 
Bednar Gardner and the children of Herbert 
and Mary Bell Morrison. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Superior Historian  
Available On 
 Town Website 

In an effort to keep the history of 
our town alive and accessible, the  
pas t  i s sues  o f  the  Super ior  
Historian are now available for  
viewing on  the Town Website. You 
a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  e x p l o r e  o r  
refer to these back issues at the  
website www.townofsuperior.com 
and click on either Publications or 
Boards and Commissions.  

Commission Saddened  
by Passing of Loyal  

Members  
The year 2007 marked the sad loss 

of two wonderful members of the  
Historical Commission, Herbert and 
Mary Bell Morrison. These fine and  
gentle people were an important part of 
the creation of the Commission and 
played a vital role in gathering material 
for the  book Lost Superior.  

Herb helped to create a map from 
memory of the Industrial Mine Camp 
and the layout of Superior as it was in 
the 1930’s. He also created scale models 
of the Superior school buildings  which 
are often on display at Town functions.  

Although Herb was born in  
Boulder, his family hailed from Superior 
where he lived until his high school 
days. His father was Frederick William 
Morrison, who was killed in an accident 
in the Industrial Mine in 1941. 

Mary Bell Brundige lived in a farm 
house on the hillside off McCaslin where 
the Discovery Office Park is now  
located. Mary Bell and Herb were  
inseparable. They came as a pair. Herb 
spent less time than we wanted with the 

Commission the past two years as he 
devoted all his energy to helping Mary 
Bell in her fight against the cancer that 
took her life in May of 2007.  

Herb then concentrated on his own 
health issues, but left this world to be 
with Mary Bell in December of the same 
year. 

They shared 62 years of marriage 
and were more than special people. 
They are now  gone, but surely not  
forgotten. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Superior Historical  
Commission 

Larry Dorsey — Chair and  
Author of the Superior Historian 

Denzil Acklin — Vice Chair 
Bob Morgan —Treasurer 

Karen Waligorski — Secretary 
Errol Waligorski — Past Chair 

Join the Historical Commission at 
one of its regular meetings the third 
Friday of every month at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Superior Town Hall.  We are also 
accepting donations of artifacts, photos, 
or any memorabilia that relates to the 
history of our town. Call 303-554-9005 
or 303-499-1969 for more information. 

 

Herbert and Mary Bell in Superior in 1943. 
They were married in 1944. 
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